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Program Overview: CHCI created, implemented and has continuously operated a postgraduate 
clinical psychology residency program since 2009 as part of its commitment to training the next 
generation of health care providers, particularly behavioral health providers, who will care for 
underserved patients, populations, and communities.  CHCI is a particularly high value training 
opportunity for clinical psychologists because it has evolved a highly intentional, well designed, 
and effective integrated model of team based, integrated behavioral health and primary care that 
embraces both routine health care and health care for key populations including patients with 
OUD/SUD, patients living with HIV, and patients with significant mental illness. Over the past 
nine years, the PPRP has graduated 39 residents, 15 graduates (38%) remain employed at CHC.  
In 2017, the PPRP received accreditation recognition by the American Psychological 
Association. Under this HRSA funding initiative, the PPRP will now strengthen its program 
through curricular enhancements and investments in staff critically needed to move more deeply 
into addressing SUD/OUD treatment, developing a strong telehealth component for both training 
and service, and expanding the capacity to train additional postdoctoral psychology residents as 
well as psychology practicum students.  This will have the net effect of increasing access to 
timely behavioral health care significantly throughout our service area, which includes both 
medical and mental health HPSAs areas.  Our PPRP residents and students will have the 
opportunity to train in primary care site settings, as well as other community-based settings.  
Through the enhancements of tele-behavioral health technologies, the PPRP residents will 
develop clinical and assessment skills with patients of all ages in a variety of settings. CHCI has 
developed an academic partnership with the University of Hartford to strengthen the curriculum, 
particularly in key areas such as telehealth and SUD/OUD.  Our intent is to increase the number 
of clinical psychologists trained in an integrative, interdisciplinary OUD and other SUD 
prevention and treatment services to serve high need and high demand areas for adults, 
adolescents and children. Specific Measurable Goals: This program will increase capacity and 
expertise of the doctoral health psychology workforce to provide behavioral health care, 
including OUD/SUD and other services through both traditional and innovative means such as 
telehealth in high need areas. Specific Program Objectives: 1)Expanding upon our existing 
didactics, supervision, and experiential training to include training and experience in SUD/OUD 
2) add two new slots for Postdoctoral psychology residents 3) develop a practica training 
program for doctoral psychology students and accept four students from an APA accredited 
program in 2019-2020 4) develop an academic partnership with University of Hartford and 5) 
capitalize on our academic and community partnerships to prevent and treat OUD/SUD and 
other behavioral health disorders.  All proposed program components align to HRSA’s mission 
to improve health and achieve health equity through access to quality services, a skilled 
workforce, and innovative programs. Eligibility for Funding Preference: CHCI’s Postdoctoral 
Clinical Psychology Residency Program is eligible for the funding preference under 
Qualification 1 as 7 of 12 (58%) graduates from previous cohorts are currently working in 
Medically Underserved Communities with a HPSA Mental Health Score of 17. Documentation 
of such is included as Attachment 9 in the grant application package.  
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