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Abstract: 
Project Title: “Expanding Georgia’s Behavioral Health Workforce for Integrated OUD/SUD 
Prevention and Treatment with Underserved Populations” 
Applicant Organization: University of Georgia Research Foundation 
310 East Campus Road, Athens, GA 30602-1589  
Principal Investigator: Bernadette Heckman, Ph.D.: 706.542.4792, bheckman@uga.edu 
Grant Funds Requested:  3 years of support, $1,348,327.00 Total Costs 
Disciplines:  Counseling Psychology Ph.D-Health Psychology Emphasis in the College of 
Education.  We request priority status for this application because we have trained psychologists 
in integrated training sites for > 3 years. Brief overview of the project and innovation 
statement: The primary goal of this training program is to increase the number of Counseling 
Psychology/Health Psychology Emphasis Ph.D. students who will acquire OUD/SUD prevention 
and treatment expertise in high-need and high-demand areas.  In 2014, and for the first time in 
Georgia’s history, deaths related to drug overdose (primarily opioid abuse) surpassed deaths due 
to motor vehicle crashes.  Recent data show that 93% of persons in rural Georgia had limited or 
no access to Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) programs.  This project will increase 
Georgia’s behavioral health workforce of counseling health psychologists and enhance their 
competencies in OUD/SUD prevention, treatment, and recovery services. Trainees will also have 
the opportunity to work with three high-need, but historically-overlooked, populations affected 
by OUDs/SUDs: (1) rural communities; (2) the Latinx community; and (3) persons living with 
HIV and/or viral hepatitis and comorbid OUD/SUDs.  This project will leverage an ongoing 
HRSA-funded project (BHWET 17-070) that has established numerous partnerships with 
community-based sites to: (1) expand internship/practicum sites into inpatient/outpatient OUD 
and SUD treatments facilities for youth and adults in Northeast Georgia (all 10 counties in which 
students will train are mental health shortage counties); (2) strengthen health psychology 
curricula to include intensive didactic training in evidence-based primary, secondary, and tertiary 
treatments for OUDs/SUDs, with specific training in integrated treatment for co-occurring/dual-
diagnosis disorders; (3) strengthen student competencies to deliver evidence-based prevention 
and treatment interventions used in integrated and team-based practices and trauma-informed 
care for OUD/SUD prevention, treatment, and recovery services; (4) enhance field placement 
supervisors’ skills in inter-professional integrated behavioral health and OUD/SUD treatments to 
support and guide student-training experiences; (5) develop sustainable linkage to care plans in 
field placement/internship sites that facilitate the integration of pharmacotherapy, behavioral-
health, primary care services, Medication Assisted Treatments (MAT); and (6) leverage our 20 
years of tele-behavioral health services to provide confidential and easily accessible telephone-
administered OUD/SUD prevention and treatment services to geographically- and 
psychologically-distant individuals via the state of Georgia’s teleECHO Network.  Goals and 
specific, measurable objectives of the proposed project: The project’s ability train Counseling 
Psychology Ph.D. students to increase the size and efficacy of the behavioral health workforce 
will be assessed through the following metrics: (1) number of students supported; (2) trainees’ 
future employment rates in behavioral health worksites, including acquiring of NPI numbers; (3) 
number of sites that support and participate as behavioral health placement/practicum; (4) 
student-trainees OUD/SUD treatment self-efficacy and inter-professional competencies; (5) 
number of OUD/SUD clients who receive HIV and viral hepatitis testing; and (6) OUD/SUD 
clients outcomes, such as intentions to reduce alcohol and illicit drug use.  All planned activities 
are highly sustainable and will remain active and in-place after the funding period has expired. 

amg
Highlight



Georgia State University Research Foundation 1 
 

PROJECT ABSTRACT 
Training in Integrated Pediatric Psychology Services (TIPPS) 
Georgia State University (GSU) Research Foundation, GSU, Atlanta, GA 30303-3999 
Project Director: Lindsey L. Cohen, Ph.D. 
Ph: 440-413-6263; Fx: 404-413-6207; llcohen@gsu.edu 
Doctoral Psychology School or Program 
Grant program funds requested: $1,349,941.00 
Funding Priority: Applicant trained psychology professionals to work in integrated care settings 
Funding Preference: Applicant fits Qualifications 1 (High Rate) and 2 (Significant Increase) 
Overview. Georgia’s population has severe and pervasive mental health problems, but the state 
is poorly equipped to meet these needs. These issues are especially acute for children and 
adolescents in the state. In addition to significant pediatric mental health needs, Georgia 
struggles with prevention and treatment of opioid use disorder (OUD) and other substance use 
disorders (SUDs). In brief, local and national data indicate that Georgia is in crisis in terms of 
healthcare professionals able to address pediatric mental health and OUD and SUD. The Georgia 
State University (GSU) clinical psychology program is partnering with Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta (CHOA), Emory Brain Health Center (Emory), Grady Health Systems (Grady), and the 
Atlanta VA Health Care System (VA) to train doctoral psychology students to provide evidence-
based, culturally-sensitive, integrated, interdisciplinary, team-based care to disadvantaged 
pediatric populations with a special emphasis on tele-behavioral health, pain management, and 
opioid use disorder (OUD) and other substance use disorders (SUDs) prevention and treatment.  
Objectives. The goals of this project, which meet needs of Georgia, Atlanta, our community, 
GSU, CHOA, Emory, Grady, the VA, patients, and the trainees, are as follows: 1) Conduct 
evidence-based practice with youth; 2) Engage in culturally-sensitive practice; 3) Provide 
integrated, interdisciplinary, team-based care and tele-behavioral health; and 5) Master 
behavioral pain management and OUD and SUD prevention and treatment.  
Methodology. The goals of this project will be achieved via training in research methodology; 
non-specific clinical skills; culturally-sensitive clinical services; integrated and interdisciplinary 
skills; tele-behavioral health; and prevention and treatment of pain, OUD, SUD provided by a 
team of interdisciplinary staff from GSU, CHOA, Emory, Grady, and the VA. The project 
activities – including practica in experiential sites in high need and high demand areas, courses, 
research, didactics, and other training modalities – will be held at GSU, CHOA, Emory, Grady, 
and the VA. As part of the nested RCQI assessment system, direct, indirect, and continuous 
outcome measures completed by a multidisciplinary team include attendance; course ratings; 
competency evaluations; patient contact hours; patient therapy ratings; conference presentations 
and publications; and placement in internships, postdocs, and jobs with a primary focus on 
serving disadvantaged populations. In the 2010-2014, 2014-2016, and 2016-current GPE 
projects, many trainees participated, and results consistently demonstrated success in meeting 
project goals. Some examples are that the prior trainees averaged a large number of patient 
encounters annually, received multiple diversity awards and prestigious fellowships, published or 
presented numerous works, and secured competitive internships, postdocs, and jobs working 
with disadvantaged populations in high need areas. In sum, there are needs at the national, state, 
city, hospitals, program, patient, and trainee levels, which could be partially met by the proposed 
training project. 
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