
Project Abstract 

Marshall University Psy.D. Program:  Stemming the Epidemic in Underserved Areas 

Accredited Doctoral Psychology Program 

 

The APA-accredited doctoral program in clinical psychology (Psy.D.) within the Department of 
Psychology at Marshall University has undertaken the mission to train doctoral level psychologists to 
work in high need, high demand rural and underserved areas in an effort to begin to address the 
significant behavioral health needs that exist in West Virginia, as well as other rural, underserved region, 
particularly those in Appalachia.   Marshall’s Psy.D. curriculum includes specific pedagogy designed to 
increase students’ appreciation for the cultural fabric of rural America, particularly those communities in 
rural, central Appalachia.  The program incorporates into the curriculum a series of courses and 
experiences designed to increase cultural sensitivity to the uniqueness of communities that are set apart 
geographically from the mainstream. During three cycles of Graduate Psychology Education funding, the 
program provided support to advanced students delivering services in rural areas of West Virginia and 
Ohio.  As a mid-cycle grantee in 2014, the program increased its capacity to provide training to students 
to work within an integrated behavioral health model. The most recent funding cycle (2016-2019) 
allowed for the expansion of training into integrated behavioral health systems in primary care. 

With this newest round of funding, we aim to incentivize training to address SUD/OUD 
prevention and treatment needs in high need, high demand underserved areas by 1) providing students 
with pedagogy and experiential treatment in tele behavioral health as part of an interdisciplinary 
healthcare team, 2) providing students with the opportunity to complete experiential training in high need 
integrated care settings that are also serving communities poor in health and behavioral health resources, 
3) providing students with the opportunity to serve with a variety of professionals and paraprofessionals 
working together to address the current crisis, 4) familiarizing students with the vast array of collaborative 
programs (e.g., harm reduction/needle exchange, wellness drop in centers for those who are homeless and 
in recovery, drop in centers for transitional youth to prevent the spread of SUD/OUD and other health 
crises in that population) that have developed across the state to address the crisis to the extent that West 
Virginia has now gone from the “Opioid Crisis State” to the “Opioid Solution State, “ and 5) providing 
students with experiences that help them  appreciate the need to consider overlapping demographic 
factors that may complicate treatment for SUD in marginalized populations. 

The Department of Psychology will be able to leverage funding from the state and federal agencies to 
utilize an established tele behavioral health training hub located in the Marshall University Psychology 
Training Clinic to enhance faculty capacity and student training in tele behavioral health service delivery.  
In addition, training placements created with previous GPE and BHWET grant funds will be leveraged 
and expanded to create new placements with an emphasis on SUD/OUD prevention and treatment, 
including training in MAT interdisciplinary teams. 

The program is eligible for Funding Preference based on evidence that we train health psychologists to 
work in integrated health settings.  Evidence is presented in Attachment 8.  In addition, the program 
qualifies for Funding Priority based on a high rate of placement of graduates in Medically Underserved 
Communities with a combined two year rate of 81%.  Evidence to support this request is in Attachment 9.   
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ABSTRACT 

 

Project Title:  Training of Psychology Doctoral Students in the Assessment and Treatment of 

Opioid and other Substance Use Disorders in an Integrated Primary Care Setting 

Project Director:  Barbara Cubic, Ph.D. 

Applicant Organization Name: West Virginia University (WVU)  

Address: Dept. of Family Medicine, 6040 University Town Centre, Morgantown, WV  26505   

Telephone:  (304)285-7139      Fax:  (302)285-7373     

E-Mail:  Barbara.Cubic@wvumedicine.org   Project Period:  09/01/2019 – 08/31/2022 

 

Accredited Program Table (check all programs that apply): 

 Doctoral Psychology School or Program __X___ 

 

Project Overview:  This project focuses on providing didactic and experiential training for clinical 

psychology doctoral students in the West Virginia University Clinical Psychology Doctoral 

Program in conjunction with medical students and residents in primary care disciplines.   

 

Main Objectives:  The main objectives of the current proposal are to (1) add four advanced 

practicum placements focused on the assessment and treatment of individuals with Opioid and 

other Substance Use Disorders (SUDs) in an integrated primary care (IPC) setting; (2) add a 

course on IPC for all of the matriculating clinical psychology doctoral students at WVU;  (3) 

provide interdisciplinary educational and clinical opportunities for doctoral clinical students with 

medical students, pharmacy students and family medicine residents on the assessment and 

treatment of individuals with Opioid and other SUDs; and 4) offer continuing education 

opportunities for licensed psychologists in the state of West Virginia on integrated primary care 

and the treatment of SUDs, most notably Opioid abuse given the high prevalence in the state. 

  

How Project Will Be Accomplished:  Four practicum sites will be used to include a 

Comprehensive Opioid Addiction Treatment Program, Inpatient Family Medicine Service, 

Outpatient Family Medicine Clinic and a Dual Diagnosis Inpatient Unit.  At each site used, inter-

professional education will occur where psychology trainees provide clinical services to Opioid 

and SUDs patients as well as other disadvantaged primary care patients side-by-side with family 

medicine residents under the joint supervision of licensed clinical psychologists and attending 

physicians.  Trainees will also participate in didactics on IPC and Opioid Abuse and SUDs inter-

professionally.  The training model will improve access to care and the preparedness of trainees 

to assess, diagnose, and treat addictions.  It is hoped that the training model will lead to the de-

stigmatization of obtaining treatment for addictions and other mental health issues by helping 

patients feel less stigmatized as the care is offered through their primary care practice.  Trainee 

recruitment will focus on selecting for diversity individuals with an interest in working in rural 

and underserved areas, most notably with patients with addictions. Efforts will also be made to 

enhance the skill set of practicing psychologists in the state regarding treatment of addictions. 

 

Grant Funds Requested: $657,691 (Year 1 = $221,284; Year 2 = $216,871; Year 3 = $219,536)  

Eligibility Statements:  (1) We are requesting a funding preference based on high rate of 

placement of trainees in MUCs and a (2) funding priority given our Project Director’s extensive 

experience training psychology professionals to work in integrated primary care settings.     
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