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We are very excited about some new laws included in Governor Kathy Hochul’s fiscal year 2027 Executive Budget that
will enhance the experience of health care providers, injured workers, and others participating in the workers’
compensation system. We hope you will help us spread the news to your members at the New York Chapter of the
American College of Physicians!

Universal Authorization

Beginning January 1, 2028, all eligible, licensed health care providers in good standing will be able to treat injured
workers. Currently, only providers who go through a special NYS Workers’ Compensation Board (Board) authorization
process can treat injured workers, and too few do. With Universal Authorization, authorization will be automatic as part of
a health care provider’s licensing through the New York State Education Department.

Combined with other improvements recently made or underway, the Board is making it much easier and better for
providers to participate in workers’ comp so injured workers’ have better access to care. These improvements include
a significantly enhanced fee schedule, less paperwork, a reduced burden of medical depositions, an online prior
authorization system, and a more streamlined billing process using the CMS-1500 universal medical billing form.

Please see the press release we issued in June, and consider sharing the Universal Authorization information with
your members. Additionally, we've recently published a “Consider Comp” fact sheet for health providers that highlights
some of the many improvements at the Board and why all eligible providers should consider participating in the workers’
compensation system.

If your members are interested in additional outreach or education on the workers’ compensation system, the Board will
be happy to provide either live, recorded, or other resources, which you could promote on your website or in other
member communications.

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions or requests by writing to either of us and/or the feedback email
listed below.

Thank you in advance for your support and partnership,
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James A. Tacci, MD, JD, MPH

Steven M. Scotti, Medical Director,
Executive Director, NYS Workers’ Compensation Board
NYS Workers’ Compensation Board james.tacci@wcb.ny.gov

steven.scotti@wcb.ny.gov

Feedback and outreach requests: hcpfeedback@wchb.ny.gov


https://link.edgepilot.com/x/c0GkmVab9tWDyvG8QJ7kP3k?u=https://www.wcb.ny.gov/content/main/PressRe/ua-antifraud-2026-06.jsp
https://link.edgepilot.com/x/ZbUwt81ljCqrGcso5Xio3Qs?u=https://www.wcb.ny.gov/content/main/TheBoard/WCB-HCP-consider-comp.pdf
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